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SKETCH THE 


Parley P. Pratt, who was one of the 
First Council of Apostles in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times, was 
born in Burlington, Otsego county, New 
York, April 12, 1807. He was the third 
son of Jared and Oharity Dickinson 
Pratt. While still in boyhood Parley 
was noted for hig remarkable activity 
of body and mind. He worked hard 
upon his father’s farm, and when oppor- 


tunity afforded him the privileges of 

school; he was cited as an example of 
udiobsness worthy the following of all 

his associates. He was a descendant of 


‘| of the Book of Mormon. He read the | 


LIFE OF APOSTLE PARLEY P. PRATT. 


BVT APOSTLE MATHIAS F. COWLEY. | 


many who knew him as a leading spirit 
with a great destiny before him. He 
also displayed strong tendencies of a 
religious character and for some time 
was associated with the followers of 


Alexander Campbell. 
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wart) "10 acres of In’ September, 1890, be gelt strongly | another 
impressed while residing in Ohio to jour- 
ner eastward. Acting upon this’ sug- 


pn of the Spirit of the Lord, he 
t eastward several hundred miles, 


= 


voice of God. He soon found some - 
ders and learned from them of the or- 


meighborhood and baptised his brother 
Orson on the 19th anniversary of the 


latter’s birthday, Sept. 19, 1880, and 


8 then went to Seneca county, New Tork. 


In October, 1830, Parley P. Pratt and 


three others were commanded by reve- 


lation to carry the Gospel to the Laman- 
ites or Indians located in the western 
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ganisation of the Church on April 6, : 
1890. He received baptism and was at #f 
once ordained an Hider. He visited Ga- 
Ses naan, Columbia county, New Tork. i 
if | where he had spent many of bis boyhood 
— - — — — * — — & « — — 
7 4 
52 4 
| 
4 
William “and Elizabeth Pratt, 4 | | 
who were among the first settlers of 
Hartford, Conn., in the Of Missour 
year 1639. The supposi- — as On their journey they 1 
tion is that they accom- spent some time at Kirt- 
nied the Rev. Thos. i * land, Ohio, where they 
ooker and his congre- i preached the 
gation of About 100 from 3 = Sidney Rigd 
Cambridge, then known rde and 
as Newtown, Mass. — 
through a wilderness in- 
habited by savages ang 
wild: beasts, to the place 3 + 
where they founded the 
colony of Hartford, Conn. 
in 1636. This early 
pioneer, William Pratt. 1 = 
was a member of the 
Connecticut legislature 
for some twenty-five ses- bis: 1 | 
sions, nis long term of ‘= . 
to bald the office 
and the high esteem in 7 | 
of New London county. Parley P. and En 5 
Orson Pratt are lineal descendants of, 3 
the seventh ‘generation from that worthy : : 
pilgrim and pioneer, volume with prayeriul [ 
Parley P. Pratt was distinguished in and arose from its perusal a witness ; 
his early boyhood for the maturity of | that the promise contained in the Book i 
manhoed in his thoughts and: ‘actions. that those who read it with a desire to : 
The opportunities afforded: bim for edu- know the truth should receive a testi- 5 
cation were extremely Hmited, and yet | mon y of its truth. Parley immediately 
tinguished that he ‘was locked: upon by | who had seen the Angel and heard the | 
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were burned; also hay 3 cattle and 


hogs were shot down; many of the 


Saints cruelly whipped, others. killed, 
and the body of the people driven across 
the river into Clay county. Subse- 
quently Elder Pratt performed a long 
mission of over 1,200 miles to the east, 
‘preaching the Gospel enoouraging 
the Haints. 

In 1884 he returned to Clay county, 
Missouri, and wherever be went was 
a most energetic and capable minister 
of the Gospel. 
O., and on Feb. 21, 1838. having been 
previoualy called. to ‘the Apostleship, re- 
ceived his ordination. After ‘his ordina- 
tion he went east with his fellow Apos- 
tles and performed a faithful mission in 
New York, Pennsylvania and the New 


England states.. 


In 1836 he preached ‘tan’ 83 in 


Canada, where he organised a large 
branch of the Ohurch in Toronto, and 
others in neighboring towns. Upon this 
eventful mission he baptized the late 
President John Taylor and others who 
became such substantial advocates of 
the cause of Christ in the last days. Be- 
fore leaving Kirtland Apostle Kimball 
prophesied to Bro. Parley that in Can- 
ada he would find a people prepared to 
receive him, and that his wife should 
bear him a son. They had been mar- 
ried ten-years without posterity. Both 
these remarkable predictions were liter- 
ally fulfilled. — 

In. 1887 Bro. Pratt founded a large 
branch of the Church in New York City. 

In 1888 Elder Pratt removed from 
Ohio to Caldwell county, Missouri, where 
persecution, was raging in a furious man- 
ner. Over a score of men, women and 
children were murdered in cold blood. 
Many hundreds of thousands of dollars 
of property were destroyed, over 10,000 
3 banished from the state. Elder 
P. P. Pratt was among the number 
captured by the mob militia through the 
treachery of Geo. M. Hingle, and sent 
to prison in Richmond, Ray county, Mis- 
souri, with other brethren. 

He was kept in prison seven months 
without trial. By the help of the Lord, 
he escaped from prison, on July 4, 1839, 
_ and successfully regained his liberty. In 

this way he joyfully celebrated the — 

tion’s anniversary. Upon inne 
freedom he published a history o 
Missouri persecutions, the first edition 
appearing in Detroit, Mich., in 1839.. 


He went with the Twelve to England 


in 1840, and became the first editor - of 
the Millennial Star, a perjodical now 
sixty years of age, and still running as 
the exponent of the history and doc- 
trines of the Church, especially devoted 
to the interests of the European mission. 
In 1841 he was appointed to preside 
over the British mission. In this ca- 
pacity he continued to edit the Star. 
visit the séveral conferences of the mis- 
sion, superintend the emigration of the 
Saints, and in a most efficient manner 


conduct all the general affairs of the 


midsion. He also wrote and published 
several interesting little works explain- 
ing the principles of the Gospel. 
In the winter of 1842-3 he returned 
to Nauvoo, the home of the Saints, con- 
tinuing at ‘home as well as abroad faith- 
ful at work in his ministry. 
In the summer of 1844, when the mar- 
tyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith oc- 
curred, Elder Pratt was doing mission- 
ary service in the east with most of his 
quorum. All at once he was impressed 
to leave prematurely for his home in 
8 Taking passage on a canal 
boat near Utica, N. T., his brother Wil- 
liam, also on a mission, came aboard 


He returned to Kirtland, 


Same year. 


strengthening 


the same boat. Bro. Parley felt over- 
come with gloom and said to his brother, 
Brother William, this is a dark hour, 
the powers of darkness seem to triumph 


and the spirit of murder is abroad in 
the land and it controls the hearts of the 
American people, and a vast majority of 


them sanction the killing of the inno- 


cent.“ 
utter of like character, without knowi 
the cause,.. but it was June 


1844, in 


of Presidents Joseph and Hyrum Smith 


and Elder John Taylor in Carthage, III. 
He hastily returned to Nauvoo, receiving. 


on the way the revelations of the Holz 
Spirit that all. would be well. The w 
of God would roll on and His kingdom 


be established regardless of all efforts to 
destroy it. Bro. Parley was full of en- 
couragement to the Saints and loyal to 
the Holy Priesthood during these trying 


scenes. 
In the spring of 1845 he was appoint- 


ed to preside over the conferences of the 


eastern and middle states, with head- 


quarters in New York City. While there 


he published an interesting and spirited 
periodical entitled The Prophet.“ 
returned home in the summer of the 
In February, 1846, he again 
became an exile, being driven, with 15,- 
000 coreligionists, from their homes in 
Nauvoo, for no other cause than the one 
which induced Cain to slay his brother 
Abel, the brethren of Joseph to sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, and the Jews to be- 
tray and crucify the Redeemer. The 
victims of hatred had offered a more 
acceptable offering unto the Lord. The 
home of Elder Parley P. Pratt still re- 
mains in Nauvoo in good preservation, 


a monument of his never-ceasing indus- 7 


try. 
Himself and family passed through 
many tribulations in their pilgrimage 


and finally found a temporary resting- 


place in the Indian country at Council. 
the vo © ra ‘through the 
Prophet of the 25 

mission in Burgpe. He left his family 
almost destitute of food and shelter upon. 
the broad prairies of Iowa. to comply 
with this divine call. 


visiting the various conferences and 


the spring of 1847, and the same sum- 


mer and autumn wended their way 
across the great plains to Salt Lake 
valley, ‘where they arrived in the fall 


of 1847. They passed through the or- 


deals and hardship incident to the found- 


ing of settlements in the once desert 
lands of Utah. Bro. Parley was a most 
industrious, hard-working man. Making 
new roads, building bridges and in ev- 
ery practical way promoting growth and 
developement, among the Saints of God. 
He was prominent in the formation of 
a constitution for the provisional state 
of Deseret, elected a senator in the gen- 


eral assembly, and subsequently served 


with distinguished ability in the terri- 
torial legislature of Utah. 5 

In 1851 he went on a mission to the 
Pacifie Islands and South America. He 


‘was absent upon this mission about four 
occupied | 


years. Returning home, he 
much af his time visiting the colonies of 
the Saints in their several places of lo- 
cation, and when at home was busy in 
manual labor, improving his home and 
the city of the Saints. 

In the winter of 1855-6 he officiated as | 


the afternoon, and about — 
same hour when a furious mob 1.000 
miles distant were shedding the blood: 


by himself and published by 


He 


to perform another 


in 
the branches of the 
In writing and speaking the 


“word of the Lord he was filled ‘with the 


of the 


territory, 8 a Filmore City. In 
the fall „„ 


Many other’ expromiois “aid ba] hes ben Or 


rophec: 


ever this life. 


| Rider Taylor Pat hoautitul ‘verse 


an appropriate response to Bro. Parley’s 
poem, “My Fiftieth Tear.“ These pro- 
ductions are. to: be. 2 in the autobi- 
ography of Parley P. Pratt, as written 


‘eldest 
son, Parley, many years after his father’s 
decease. On his. way home he came by 
Fort Smith and Van Buren, Ark., where 
he was arrester on a trumped-up charge 
of a bitter anti-Mormon, thrust into 
prison. Upon his trial before the court 
he was proven innocent in the fullest 
degree and given his liberty. Several 
of the old settlers, who knew Elder 
Pratt in that section of Arkansas, still 
remain and testify in the highest terms 
of the nobility and grandeur of the char- 
acter of Parley P. Pratt. The judge 


Who tried his case said to a relative sub- 


sequent to the trial, that he never expe- 
rienced so sublime a spirit and influence 
as when in the presence of this great 
man, and “if there is such a thing as 
an Apostle of Jesus Christ, Parley P. 
Pratt is auch a de, 

When he was discharged, and friends, 
knowing of the -bitterness of his ene- 
mies, felt sure of his assassination, and 
offered him weapons of. defense, he an- 
swered no, that the end was near and 
that his mission was peace on n and 
to man good will. 

On the 18th of May, while jontueyine 
westward on the wagon road running 
from Fort Smith to the Indian terri- 
tory, he met his death at the hands ot 
a wicked assassin, He was laid to rest 


a faithful work in the British Isles, near the fatal spot by Elder Geo: Hig- 


ginson and a few kind friends who lived 
region. Parley F. tt was 
of the 
Lord who tas ever lived in any dispen- 


ration of the Holy Ghost. ae B 
poetical, and many of the choicest 
‘poems and hymns familiar to the Latter- 
day Saints are the eee. of divine 
inspiration through Apostle Parley P. 
Pratt. He wrote “The Voice of Warn- 
ing,” Key to Theology,” a history of 
his own life and travels . many small- 
er works, all of which bear the unmis- 
takable evidence of an 1 
mind. His “Voice of Warning as 
means of conversion to the 3 5 


other records of divine truth. At times 


‘he was so full of inspiration, that the in- 


fluence which radiated through him; and 
the intensely interesting character ot his 


conversation in public and private, that 
to his listeners. many hours ‘apparently 


reduced themselves to brief moments of 
time. While traveling a 
on foot without purse or OF the “Spirit 
Lord w. ften inspire him ta 
write, when he would sit down by the 
roadside or in the shady wood land, 1 


chaplain in the legislative council of the | write * — truths of en 
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ciple revealed throug 
seph Smith was true 
own family, | 


also wrote much v while in ‘prison tor the N 
Gospel’s sake. He traveled — 


Hider Larsen and Elder 


of Connecticut. 


Beautiful Snow.’ 
that; but I am only here to ea 
a character from his 2 2 place 


of I have Pon 
warmest regard for him; as a neighbor, 
Bc: vegetable garden ‘adjoins mine, 
why, I watch him; as the author 

Snow’ he has added a new 


to winter. 


„He is a 


polities, and 
mighty lonely position. 
bountiful is his character that he never 
turned a tramp empty-handed from his 
door, but always gave him a letter of 
introduction to me, 
corruptible—that is Joe Hawley. 
a man in politics is like a bottle of 
perfumery in a glue factory; it may 
‘moderate the stench, but it doesn’t de- 

roy it. I haven t said any more ot 
him than I would say of myself. La- 
dies and gentlemen, this is Gen. = 
Chronicle. 


true man in honest 
say he occupies a 
So broad, so 


| “Union Pacific Ralired. 
Another Portland train. 
Kitective April 22, the Union Pa 
Short Line 


ce in an additional Portland 


fic Express,” will 
Only 


with Palace Sleepers. Free | strong 
Chair in 
Gar, ng 


13 on the road 


t. 


much prised little Star that visits our 
home once a week 
‘fous for it to come, it has so much valua- 
ble reading in it that it does my soul good 
to read it. I think it ought to be in every 
home. I never saw a Mormon Elder un- 
til last March two came to our house 
Redd. They werc 
invited in; they came in and talked a lit- 


‘tle on their faith and left a tract, which | 
we read with interest. Sunday following 


Elder Larsen spoke to the people at a 


School house nearby. Myself and family 


attended were well pleased with his 


sermon, In May following Elder Osborn 


and Elder Redd came back and preached 
to the people at the same place again. 
They stayed with us while 8 the ak 


ie bor and while here spoke of want- 
ing a ce to spend a few days far their 
President to visit them. We were oniy 


too glad to hear them speak of wanting 


, to stop in the neighborhood. We invited | 13th 


During the campaign. of 1880, Mark. 
Twain, for the first and only time in 
his life, took an active part in 
While visiting in Elmira, 
the fall of that year, he made a . 
speech one Saturday ‘night, introducing | 
to a republican meeting Gen. Hawley, 
In the course of his 
remarks, Mr. Clemens said: 

“Gen. Hawley is a member of my 
church at Hartford, and the author of: 
Maybe -he will pind 


them to come to our house and told them 

that our doors would always be open to 

8 them; that they were welcome at 
me. 

President Strong, Eider Humpherys, 
Elder Osborn and Wider Redd came to 
hold a three or four days’ meeting. They 
preached Saturday night, Sunday night 
and Monday. We attended every time. 
I never heard the Scriptures explained so 


clearly in my life. The people, most of. 


them, in the neighborhood would not go 
to hear them; they treated the Elder. 
-very unkindly. As for myself and family, 
we went to hear them and treated them 
the best we were able to while here. I 
thank the Lord for sending His servants 
in our midst, for if they had not come I 


S| have been groping in utter dark- 


ness yet, for I fail to see the right Gos- 
pel preached in these other churches. I 
am no member of the Church, but hope 
at the earliest opportunity to become " 
member of the Latter-day Saints, for 1 
do believe that they teach the Gospel that 
Christ taught while here on earth. 1 
also believe that Joseph Smith was a true 
Prophet of God. May the blessing of 
God attend all the Elders and Saints in 
His service is the wish of your most de- 
‘Voted friend, Mrs, 8. E. Cox. 


"Shelton, N. , Sept. 30, 1900. 


Perhaps you have never heard a word 
from any of the Saints of Surry county, 
North Carolina. For some time I have 
felt desirous of penning you a letter, if 


5 perchance I might encourage some poor, 


; persecuted Saint to press onward in the 
work of the Lord. I have been the re- 
cipient of that most valuable little paper, 
The Star, for some time. It is indeed the 
brightest ‘star that ever shed its flickering 
rays over the Saints. It inspires with 
new hope, courage and determination. 

To read of the persecution, mobs and 
evil treatment heaped upon the Elders: is 


proof that the Latter-day Saints 
285 N the only true and everlasting Gos- 


pel, and, on the other hand, to witness 


train, the divisions and contentions among the 
so-called Christian denominations is con- 

and | Clusive proof that they are wrong and de- 
69 hours ‘Kansas: City. to Fort: 


Dining Car 


lusive, for we read that God is not the 
author of confusion, but of peace. God 

the same yesterday, today and forever. 
t seems to me that to be a Mormon El- 
tod Wr. going forth as sheep among wolves. 
without purse or scrip, facing mobs anil 
all sorts of abuse requires more heroism 


We are always anx | 


(ot war going forth amid the applause and 
‘| sanction of a nation. 
Sommerville,’ Oct. 2; 1900. 
ö 5 I haven't seen anything from Fay- 
‘ette county, I will pen a few lines to the 


tht 


space to express my thoughts as to the 
so-called Mormons. I have been a mem- 
ber of the Church three years, being bap- 


tized by Elder J. P. Sharp, of Vernon, 


| Arizona, June 

„ 1897. When first hearing of the 
Mormon Elders in our parish we were 
never satisfied until we had met them. 
Elders Joseph P. Sharp and Joseph A. 
Cornwall were the first Elders we ever 
met, and after hearing them speak were 
convinced of the truthfulness of the Gos- 
pel. I am thankful to God to be permit- 
ted to live in this dispensation of the 
fullness of time, when the Gospel has 
again been restored to earth, and is 
taught in all its purity, and I know that 
all who will obey its teachings will in- 
herit eternal life. I know that the Gos- 
pel is true, 
God unto salvation to all that believe. I 

also know that Joseph Smith, Brigham 
Young, John Taylor and others were 


“ye helps to 


28 


25 
5 


tory, at home or at school, in the 
or on the bench, the inexorable la 
law of doing one’s best. 

As to what is the that 
left to the individual, and it is 
business to set down a canon o 
ard as to our neighbor's conduct. Let us 
sweep the snow from our sidewalk first; 
let us do the nearest duty to be done; let 
us breathe into our work all our man- 
hood or womanhood, all our earnestness 
and determination.—Jewish Messenger. 


For Good or Evil. 


On triſles that seem light as air, 3 
and far-reaching issues are hung. 


* 
8 
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he 0 Mes nh pis own anc Oreigr ‘ands 
bg for the salvation of the human. family 1 
x, and was instrumental in bringing many | 
e desirous of having a Sunday school es- — 
e ight his tablished in our midst. We have secured 1 
e e in the a school house for the present and will 1 
lurch, imbued With the faith of their build a church ‘as soon as practicable. 1 
the time the it will de because we 
r etern of the n i re ; ve to do our duty. I am willing 
t President John Taylor wrote concern- | to do anything the Lord will have me 1 
ing Bro, Parley in the preface of his > do. May God bless you all in the | 
autobiography: He has gone—but has spread of truth. Your brother, | 
left a name and a fame that will li; J. Monroe Hiatt. 7 
throughout time and burst forth in ete : — — 
5 nity. And in the morning of the first Prida, La., Sept. 25, 1900. | 
resurrection, when the opening heavens As I have never seen anything in the 1 
shall reveal the Son of God, and He shall Star from this part, I will ask for a | 
proclaim, I am the resurrection. and the | 
life,’ when death shall deliver up | ö 
dead, I expect to — Bro. Parle | 
the resurrection of the just. r 
Utah, and confirmed. by Elder Ellis H. 
Certificate of Character from Mark I 1 
| 
Prophets of the true and living God. I | 
: have met with some opposition, but that | 
| 
— — Jesus must suffer persecution. y , 
blessings of heaven attend all the Saints | 
and Elders, and desiring an interest in | 
their prayers, I am your sister in the Gos- 
pel, Lillie May Craig. 
JOIN Ji be 
air he. ͤ“öñ—᷑ | 
| 
word, a smile, a frown, a moment's hesi- f 
tation, a thoughtless step—who can tell 5 
what. destinies shall turn on them? For | 
| this reason God has determined that men 1 
shall give account in the day of judg- : . 
ment for every idle word they shall speak. : 
An idle word may be a potent word for | 
Care good or evil.—Lutheran. i 
hooks Clean hands, pure hearts, honest: con- 
ritory F. Ag | duct and godly lives are the essentials Tt 
gene: . | for glory in the life that is to come. 1 
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ndence from all of the 
will de rejected. Write on one side of only 
when sent for publi W 


Sarunpar, Ocroser 20, 1900. 
ARTICLES OF FAITH 


We 
W atonement of Christ, al? 


Fé 


All Conference Presidents whose biog- 
raphies have not yet appeared in The 
Star will greatly oblige us by sending ih 
the same at their very earliest conven- 
ience, together with a cabinet photo suit- 
able for cut. We are desirous that these 
will be forthcoming at an early date, and 
that no unnecessary delays will be made. 


NON-FIT. 


A country lad of a lowly race 
Yearned for the whirl of a city life, 
Abandoned a modest but model place 
To find a gilded but grim disgrace 
Amid our metropolitan strife. 


"Twas ever thus: men never learn . 

souls ns u 

In symbols of pain that writhe and 3 


Success is to stay in the spot you fit. 
| —H. . Butler. 


ENLIGHTENMENT. 


there ever was a time in the histo 
ion Latter-day Saints in which a spirit 
of energy and ambition was needed more 


than any other, it is the present. The 


young men and women who have been 
blessed with a testimony of the Gospel 
realize, or should do at least, that the 
“dispensation of the fullness of times” 
has been ushered in; the mammoth dis- 
pensation of all ages past; the dispensa- 
tion which will witness the consumma- 
tion of all things; the redemption of the 
faithful Saints; the celestialization and 
sanctification of the earth. During this 
epoch the Lord will gather together all 
things in one, both which are in heaven 
and in earth. The honest-in-heart are 


to be gathered out from the wicked and 


ungodly. The nations of men must be 


warned, the Gospel must be preached to 


every creature, and Zion—the habitation 
of the pure in heart—must be built up 
preparatory to the second advent of the 
Son of God. To many, especially those 
of agnostic tendencies, these things may 
appear to be a “whim of the brain,” but 
no, all these things spoken by the mouth 
of all His holy Prophets, both ancient 
and modern, will be fulfilled. 

To accomplish this great work—and the 
responsibility of its accomplishment rests 
with those whom the Lord has commis- 
sioned to act in His name—energetic ser- 
vants of the Master are needed, and ser- 
vants, too, whose qualifications must 
needs be adequate to the task. 

Never in the history of the world has 
intelligence reached a higher stage of 
perfection and development than in the 
present age. To ponder upon the inge- 
nuity of the human mind today, together 
with the wonderful discoveries found, 
and inventions wrought, is almost to 
conclude with amazement and astonish- 
ment that it has certainly reached its 
Himalaya of accomplishment. But still 
it moves on into the field of knowledge, 
daily revealing to the world great truths 
which confound and bewilder the curious 
multitude, who eagerly follow their leader 
into the labyrinth of science, wrestling 
with the giant truths which present them- 
selves to view. Universities, academies, 
colleges, and seminaries of learning have 


ceased to be a rarity. . The notoriety oc- 


casioned by “going off to school,” is no 
longer considered remarkable, but has 
quietly taken its place among the every- 
day events of life. Public institutions of 
education are to be seen in every hamlet 
and village; and both young and old 
tread the path of development and ad- 
vancement. But notwithstanding the re- 
markable development of the age, in a 
scientific, philosophic, and intellectual 
line, it must be remembered that the 
spiritual side of the masses has been 
sorely neglected, or at best poorly 
trained. 

Some may suppose us pessimistic in 
our views of the spiritual characteristies 
of man, but no, we believe that there are 
several good sound reasons why he has 
not advanced in this regard. It is true 
that so-called Christianity has been of- 
fered to a low per cent. of the world’s 
population, but of its purpose as decreed 
by God it must be acknowledged a fail- 
ure; not only has it failed with those to 
whom it was carried, but also among 
those very ones who have been nurtured 
in the lap of this so-called Gospel, for 
nowhere has it produced the gifts and 
graces promised by Jehovah. The dis- 
cord and contention, the contradiction 
and dissension, the war of words issuing 
from every pulpit and press, as exists in 
the Christian world, are stumbling 


blocks to the intelligent and thinking 


minds, both of the Christian and also of 
the heathen nations. | 

Instead of the world coming to a 
“unity of the faith” the breach is getting 
wider and wider, and the line of demar- 
cation more distinct and visible. Divis- 
ion and subdivision, “confusion worse 
confounded,” is written in the dome and 
pinnacle of the so-called Christian world. 
Instead of One Lord, one faith, and one 
baptism,“ there are many Lords, a mul- 
tiplicity of faiths, and a baptism, or non- 
baptism to suit every mind. Instead of 
Christianity producing the fruits and 
gifts of the Spirit of God, they bear the 
manifestations of hatred, malice, antag- 
onism, rancor and disunion, while they 
piously remark with a sanctimonious vis- 
age, that “These things are all done 
away with, as no longer needed.” Fur- 
thermore, it might be said, that if our 
good Christian friends continue in their 
work of diminishing, and a few more 
New England curates adopt the High 
Criticism system, the Bible, too, will be 
buried as another 
Christianity,” needed only for the “ignor- 
ant” Saints of old, whose inferior intelli- 
gence and knowledge necessitated the 
„Law and the Prophets,” Living Ora- 
eles, the communion of God, and the 
companionship of the Holy Ghost, with 
all its.gifts and graces. : 

Modern Christians are inclined to look 
upon the Former-day Saints as effemi- 
nate and childish. They were command- 
ed to “search the Scriptures;”’ living ora- 
cles—Apostles and Prophets—were given 
them for the work of the ministry, the 
edifying of the body of Christ—the 
Church, and their perfection. But the 
so-called follower of Jesus today has 
soared above them, and in their exalted 
position, and superior development, sorry 
to confess it, they possess neither mercy 


or justice, wisdom or knowledge, to sax 


nothing of the spiritual barrenness of 
their creeds and sects. If they were mer- 
ciful and just, they would not persecute 


“fad of primitive 


and misrepresent their fellows; and if. 


they possessed wisdom and knowledge. 
they would preach the fullness of the 


Gospel of Christ and practice the teach- 


ings of the Great Law-giver—God. Yes, 
indeed! The early Saints required all 
the graces of the Gospel; they stood con- 
stantly in need of the help of the Lord, 
for they knew that this was the only 
means by which they could become per- 
fect even as their Father in heaven was 
perfect. They may be called, by their 
rofessed brethren and sisters, the weak- 
ings of Christianity, whose inability de- 
manded every gift and grace of the Gos- 
pel, but let us not overlook this self-evi- 
dent fact, that the superiority of one 
man above another depends solely upon 


the light and intelligence emanating from 


the presence of God. The fact of the 
matter is this, the early Saints were the 
peers of the profesed Christians of today! 

Peter and John, the poor, humble fish- 
ermen of Galilee, with little or no learn- 
ing, and Matthew, the despised tax col- 
lector, could preach in plainness and sim- 
plicity the plan of life and salvation by 


the power and demonstration of the Holy 


Ghost to the convincing and conversion 
of whole multitudes of sinners; while 
great divines today, with their much 
learning, make these simple and plain 
teachings of the Apostles mysterious and 
profoundly obscure. Although these 


learned prelates have become gray in 


their study of theological lore, and eccle- 
siastical dessertations, still they are at a 
loss to explain the fundamental ci- 
ples of righteousness and truth. . 

It is evident that the Christian world 


has departed from the “old faith,” that 
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“faith once delivered to the Saints,“ 
which Jude exhorts us to contend ear- 
nestly for. They have digressed from 
the primitive Gospel of Jesus (it 
is the same from everlasting to everlast- 
ing), having the naked form of godliness, 
devoid of the power and life thereof. It 
‘is not our purpose in this article to prove 
the apostacy, for one need only look at 
poor destitute Ch-istianity and compare 
her lifeless form with that of the living 
Church of Carist, with inspiration cours- 
ing through every vein, and all parts 
working in perfect harmony, to realize 
the utter deficiency and marked depart. 
ure. Our epistle is to encourage the 
Saints and HKiders of Israel. 


Today the a.i-searching eye! of seience 
and revelation, both ancient and modern, 
is making known the unreasonableness 
and errors manifest in many of the dog- 
mas and theories of Christianity, and 
confirming and indorsing the truths of 
that which the world calls “Mormonism.” 
As a result, many of the more intelligent 
and thinking class of people are 
agnostic and infidelic in their views upon 
religion, for they see the many incon- 
sistencies which Christianity has been 
palming off upon the world, and trying 
to crowd down the throats of humankind. 
Not willing to sacrifice their good names 
and become connected with the univer- 
sally despised, and everywhere spoken 
against Mormons, they endeavor to blunt 
their finer sensibilities, and deadea their 
spiritual passions, by saying, There is 

no God. I don’t believe.“ 

Germany, one of the most intelligent 
nations under the sun, and perhaps the 
leading country of the century in educa- 
tion, produces more infidels and agnostics 
than any other land, and daily they are 
increasing to such an alarming extent 
that the success of the Church is in 
jeopardy, owing to its continual leakage. 
In our own country the same spirit is 
taking root in the minds of many, as is 
also true in all the civilized countries of 
the world. Why is it? Is it not because 
the traditions and error in so-called 
Christianity, when unveiled by reason 
and revelation, cause men to reject the 
whole system as a fraud forged upon the 
human family? 
The thinking class of men find , im- 
possible to associate the terms, of 
truth, unchangeablé, everlasting, whose 
spirit breathes love and peace, mercy and 
justice, with the generally accepted the- 
. ory of God in Christendom, together with 
its decayed fruits. On all sides you hear 
the freethinker and agnostic declare, 
“Behold your God, a being whose spirit 
incites His children to contention and 
strife, yea, even to mobocracy and mur- 
der, that their sect might prevail! Could 
I worship a God like that? No, my prin- 
ciples of ‘freedom and right are superior 
to those of creed and sect, and so I will 
remain apart from them. To join a 
Christian church is almost to admit that 
I am willing to persesute, misrepresent 
and slander my fellows of some other de- 
nomination, to say nothing about the un- 
scriptural and wumreasonable theories I 
will have to believe in. No, away with 
such a religion, for your acts are not only 
unjust, unfair, erroneous and false, but 
also unscriptural, unreasonable, incon- 
sistent and illogical.” 

To this assault upon the religion of 
Jesus, the so-called Christian world are 
totally unable to reply with satisfaction 
or conviction. For them to attempt to 


defend their positions from Holy Writ, 
means to expose to light their own weak. 

shallow foundation, which is in contra- 
diction’ to primitive Christianity; and to 


apply the searchlight of reason to their 


creeds is dangerous in the extreme, be- 
cause that would disclose such egregrious 
errors that to attribute them to a God 
of intelligence, justice, mercy and truth, 
would be to exalt the intelligence of man 
above that of God—a most reasonable 
state of affairs! What can be done for 
those whose intelligence has lifted them 
above superstition and dogmatic asser- 
tions? There can be only one answer. If 
ever they are converted to true Chris- 
tianity—the principles of truth revealed 
by Christ, and taught by His Apostles— 
it will be done by appealing to their in- 
telligence and reason. They are not to 
be duped with a simple assertion or dog- 
matic assumption, based upon sheer su- 

rstition. No! Reason must play her part 
n the role of conversion; for she is a 
gift of God destined to lead man into 
truth, so far as the finite mind can com- 
prehend, and she must not be ignored or 
neglected. 


As Latter-day Saints, we are able to 
give a reason for the hope within. We 
know that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
true, that it has God for its author, and 
Reason as a supporter, while science is 
an advocate. We are not afraid to have 
the principles of our religion exposed to 
the searching ray of Scripture, reason, 
or science. Our belief, mode of worship, 
conduct towards others, and organization, 
may be searched with the scrutinizing eye 
of revelation, and she will fail to point 
out one defect, flaw, or fault, in the 
whole fabric or system. 

For seventy years passed the Gospel of 


Jesus Christ, as revealed in these Last 


Days,” has withstood all the forces of 
reason, all the powers of revelation, yea, 
more, it has withstood the more horrible, 
yet less forcible oppositign—fire, smoke, 
blood, and banishment, and still it stands 
even firmer than before, unshaken in its 
purposes, unmoved from its foundation, 
like the mighty Rock of Gibraltar, gainst 
which the angry waves of sectarian hate 
dash only to rebound a mass of foam and 
spray. The walls of superstition shake, 
totter, tremble, and soon will fall, but 
truth will stand unmoved amid the bat- 
tle’s din, triumphant in the ende 


Brother R. S. Humphries and wife 
called at the office on their return trip 
from the west, where they have been 
spending some time in visiting friends. 
Brother Humphries lives at Awensdaw, 
S. C., and is an influential citizen of the 
Palm Leaf State. Sister Humphries 
went to Utah in June, while Brotner 
Humphries left in the early part of Sep- 
tember and spent a month with the Mor- 
mons. They report that they had a very 
enjoyable time and that they found the 
Mormon people, not as they had been re 
resented in the South, but a people fraught 
with good deeds and abundant in loving 
acts. They had the privilege of attend- 


ing the Semi-Annual Conference, and of 


sitting under the sound of the voice of 
Living Oracles of God, who spoke with 
authority and power as the Spirit gave 
them utterance and not as the Scribes 
and Pharisees. They feel amply repaid 
for time they nave spent in the Sego Lily 
State, and only have words of praise for 
the people of Deseret. It is good to 
meet with those who have the manly and 
womanly courage to speak of people as 
they are, and these folk are just the very 
ones that are true to themselves and to 
tneir fellowmen, let them be what they 
may, religiously, politically or otherwise. 
“Stand for the right and let us speak of 
all the best that we can,” is the motto of 
Brother and Sister Humphries. 


FREEDOM AND EDUCATION. 
It is often urged by those wao do not 
know our people as they really are, but 
who are willing to believe the rank asser- 
tions of our enemies, that we are a low, 
debased, immoral, godless sect; that our 
leaders and chief officials have ever been 
the worst kind of men, and have strenu- 
ously and successfully kept us in the dark, 
duped and hoodwinked; reveling in igno- 
rance. The people of tae world, generally 
speaking. are inclined to look upon what 
they term “the Mormon Priesthood,” as 
an awful, fearful, hierarchy, organized 
tor the sole purpose of despotism, mili- 
tarism and politicalism. They imagine it 
a political machine, which crushes all 
who dare oppose its progress, and seeks 
to gain control of the government at large. 
They suppose that it thrives best where 
ignorance prevails, and that it contra- 
venes intelligence and education, desirous 
of remaining in the dark rather than be- 
ing exposed by the light. 

Those who believe the above assertions 
are indeed and in truth the ignorant ones; 
for they searched beyond the denun- 
ciations of our bitter opponents; had they 
been fair-minded enough to hear both 
sides of the matter; and did they but 
really know something about our people, 


they would not indulge in such vain and 
‘malicious sophistry, but would be eager 


to partake of the Truth, to accept it, and 
live up to it. The Mormon people are 
not ignorant. Mormonism does not flour- 
ish in ignorance, but to the contrary, she 
has taught, from the commencement, that 
„no man can be saved in ignorance,” and 
that “the glory of God is intelligence.” 
Trace the history of the Mormon people, 
and it will be seen that they have been 
staunch advocates of education, believing 
that by this means the people are enlight- 
ened, which enlightenment is absolutely 
necessary for the advancement and pro- 
gression of God’s work on earth. As ear- 
ly as 1832 the Prophet Joseph Smith re- 
ceived: a revelation from tne Lord, in 
which the following was enjoined upon the 
Saints of God, by way of commandment : 
“Seek ye diligently, and teach one an- 
other words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out 
of the best books words of wisdom; seek 
learning even by study, and also by faith.“ 
(Doc. and Cov., Page 318:118). From 
this one can readily observe that the 
Saints were not to remain ignorant, but 
that they were commanded to search out 
of the best books, and teach one another 
words of wisdom. 

Mormonism grants more freedom, and 
perfect liberty to its communicants than 
any other organized body of religious wor- 
shippers under the sun. When we say 


“freedom and perfect liberty,” we mean 


freedom to serve God and “perfect lib- 
erty” to advance in the paths of holiness 
and peace, not freedom and liberty to do 
evil, but freedom and liberty to do good; 
for it is neither freedom nor liberty that 
allows man the right to do wrong, but 
license, which we do not grant—they may 
have the privilege, but not the right. 
When Jesus said, “Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free,” 
He did not mean that they would be re- 
leased from duty or freed from service. 
but the freedom“ He promised was into 
service, into duty; in other words, they 
should be made free from the entangle- 
ments and bondage of sin, that they might 
serve Him, walk in a line of Christian 
duty and keep His holy commands. So 
it is, and thus it ever will be, with all 
those who earnestly desire to follow in 
His steps; they will ever be willing to 
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accord to each other the liberty which 
makes men free! 

The people called by the world “Mor- 
mons” look after the education of their 
children. The Herald and Presbyter of 
July 25th says: “And Utah, which we 
are hurling stones at—Utah, which we 
consider lost to saving grace and lots of 
other good things—Utah looks after the 
schooling of its young.” And not only 
the young, but also for those of mature 
years are there institutions of learning. 
Yes! Utah holds her place, and ranks 
with the most advanced in educational 
facilities. The inspired men, who stand 
as watchers on Mount Zion, have urged 
the young to avail themselves of the many 
opportunities to obtain a good education 
which have been placed within their reach. 


They contend that Truth, Reason, Intel- 


ligence and Education go hand in hand, 
and are destined to gain the ascendency 
and supremacy over Error, Bigotry, Igno- 
rance and Illiteracy. Those who follow 
the teachings and exhortations of the 
“Mormon Leaders,” as they are called, 
will avail themselves of the educational 
facilities granted in this land of the free. 

Where true education is there we shall 
find freedom and liberty; where ignorance 
prevails there we shall find bigotry and 
intolerance. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
courts investigation by the learned, the 
educated and the mental giants of the 
land. Like Paul to Agrippa, so we to 
the world can say, “This thing was not 
done in a corner;” neither is it nidden, 
but all who desire can investigate its 
claims and scrutinize its organization and 
development. Priesteraft does not lead 
the Latter-day Saints, the Holy Spirit 
guides, the voice of inspiration points the 
way, and holy men of God receive reve- 


lation for the work of the ministry, the 


perfection of the Saints, the edifying of 
the body of Christ. Thus by love un- 
feigned are all the workings of Christ’s 
people conducted. The spirit of love per- 
vades all, and unites in one perfect whole 
every part of the organization. It is the 
spirit of God which unites the Saints, 
and prompts them to render obedience to 
those whom God hath placed over them. 
Education properly applied but acts as 
a stimulus, while freedom gives us the 
liberty to serve God, and become like unto 


our Father in heaven. 


Freedom and Eucation are both hon- 
ored, respected, taught and practiced by 
the Latter-day Saints. They are not 
curbed or Priest-ridden, but are free to 
act and choose for themselves. They af- 
firm that all mankind have their free 
agency; that it is given them of God, 
and no one has the ‘right to suppress, co- 
erce, or intimidate them in the exercise 
of the same. Freedom and Education 
will make the world better, brighter, love- 
lier far! We crave it, seek to bring about 
its glorious reign, and welcome all who 
strive to facilitate these two grand prin- 
ciples—Freedom and Education. 


essen W. D. Rencher, of the Geor- 
gia Conference, called’ at the Office en 
route to his home in Eager, Arizona. 
This is the second mission that Elder 
Rencher has filled in the Southern 
States. His first mission was spent in 
Mississippi, where he labored some 
twenty-seven months, during which time 
he acted as president of that Conference, 
being engaged in this responsible position 
for about one year. The first six 
months of his second mission, the one 


from which he is now honorably released, 


was spent mn Mississippi, after which he 
assumed the reins of conference affairs 
in Georgia; this makes something like 


two years and six months that he has 
acted as Conference President. He re- 
turns feeling well repaid for the time 


spent in the service of the Lord, and is 


filled with the spirit of his mission, 
crowned with honor and success, and 
enriched with the blessings of the Holy 
Priesthood. President Rencher will act 
as an instructor in the St. John’s Stake 
Academy, Arizona, and we wish him 
success and joy in ‘that line, even as he 
has been successful and found joy in 
his missionary labor. 


History of the Southern States Mission. 


(Continued from Page 367.) 

November, 1899—The month began 
with beautiful weather and the health of 
the Elders generally good. The work was 
prospering, but as the time for congress 
to assemble drew near the ministers be- 
came more bitter and aggressive in their 
efforts to stir up prejudice against the 
Elders and their teachings, the subject, 
as before stated, being centered in the 
case of Elder B. H. Roberts. 

President Rich began his tour 3 the 
Mission, and on the 4th and 5th held 
conference in North Carolina, at Golds- 
boro. The Elders met with much oppo- 
sition and were forced to use a vacant lot 
for the purpose of holding services, as no 
building in the burg could be procured. 
This condition was the work of professed 
servants of God, who were no doubt fear- 
ful that their salaries would diminish and 
their craft be in danger if the people 
learned the truth about the Mormons. 

The Virginia Conference convened in 
Richmond on the 5th and 6th. The news- 
papers were fair and gave an unbiased 
report, but still the same opposition 
caused by the anti-Roberts crusade was 
met. One minister stood at the door lead- 
ing to the conference meeting place and 
entreated the people not to go in. 

On tne 7th Elders F. P. Carlisle and 
J. E. Myler received a whipping at the 
hands of a mob. This occurred five miles 
from Morganton, Ky. President B. F. 
Price sent in an account of the mobbing 
which can be found on page 413 of Vol. 
1. Nov. 11th and 12th, conference was 
held at Knoxville, Tenn., with the Elders 
of the East Tennessee Conference. The 
public meetings were fairly well attended 
and a good time was had. The newspa- 
pers were very fair, although the minis- 
ters, as usual, were bitter in their de- 
nunciations of the Mormon people. The 
new town hall was very generously ten- 
dered and four meetings were held there- 
in. 

At Hopkinsville, Ky., on the 15th and 
16th, the Kentucky Conference was held. 
The people of the city treated the Elders 
with due respect and not a few came out 
to the meetings. A large number of 
Saints were present and a most enjoyable 
time was had. On the 19th and 20th the 
Elders of the North Alabama Conference 
met at Tuscaloosa, Ala., in annual meet- 


ing. Some very strong opposition was 


here met with, and the papers were full 
of all sorts of mean things about the Mor- 
mons. The North Kentucky Conference 
convened in Louisville, Ky., on Nov. 25ta 
and 26th, and the Elders of the Ohio Con- 


ference met at Columbus, Ohio, on the f 


28th and <9th. Successful meetings were 
held at both these places and a time of 
enjoyment was had by the Elders. 
Florida reported success in the cities 
of Cammilla, Ocala, Fitzgerald, Pelham, 
Tipton and Quincy. President Osmer D. 
Flake reported the following from Missis- 
sippi: During the month three parishes 
in Louisiana were opened, viz., St. James, 


St. Bernard and Pienemann. In the 
first the Elders met but little success and 
only a few meetings were held; were dis- 
turbed by mobs several times, and pelt 
with eggs, until finally, after a stay of 
two weeks, they were driven out by a 
mob, who told the Elders (M. N. Fisher 
and M. E. Gifford) that the people there 
were all good Catholics and Baptists, an · l 
wanted no Mormon preachers. In St. 
Bernard parish Elders J. W. Vance and 
Wm. Isom found but few white folks and 
no hospitality. They were forced to sleep 
in the woods part of the time. E. R. De- 
Witt and E. T. Kingsford met with very 
little encouragement in Plaquemine par- 
ish. Were compelled to go without food 
for three nights at a time, and one night 
had two shots fired at them. , 
President J. U. Allred, of the Middle 
Tennessee Conference, reported that 
much trouble was experienced in getting 


a place of meeting for conference. This 


was owing to the anti-Mormon sentiment 
created by anti-Mormon mass meetings. 
The month closed with the health of 
the Elders generally good. 
(To be Continued. ) 


Letter from Elder Charles G. Larsen. 


As I have had the gad news reach me 
a short time back of tne death of my be- 
loved mother, I thought I would write a 
short biography of her life, and if you 
see fit you may place it in The Star. 

Annie Sophia Larsen was born in Swe- 
den, Oct. 12, 1839. At the age of 17 
years she embraced the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as taught by the Elders in that 
land. In the year 1875, in company with 
her husband, she emigrated to the land 
of Zion, and lived in Utah until the year 
1881, when they move to Idaho (Oakley) | 
and lived there until her death, which 
occurred on July 21, 1900. 

She had been a faithful member until 
her death. She leaves a loving husband 
and fqur children to mourn her loss. The 
eldest (Charles G.) was laboring in tne 
state of North Carolina as an embassador 
of Truth when the sad news reached him 
of her death. 

If you can find space in your valuable 
ee oe to copy, the ahove biography I will 

lease correct all errors and 
arrange it different if you see fit. 

It was hard for me, wnen I received the 
news of her death, for I know that I have 
lost my best friend on earth. I hope to 
live so when I am called to leave this pro- 
bation I may be permitted to meet her 
again, for I know she has filled her mis- 
sion with honor both to her God and fam- 
ily. I will close, hoping this will meet 


your approval. I remain your brother in 


the Gospel of Christ, 
Charles G. Larsen. 


Releases and Appointments. 
Releases. 
R. L. Shepherd, Ohio Conference. 
. K Perkins, North Alabama Confer- 


ence. 
. Child, North Alabama Confer- 


W. Grover, North Alabama Confer- 


* K. Mortenson, North Alabama Con- 


erence 
John A. Welker, East Tennessee Con- 
ference. 
Jos. H. Woolsey, East Tennessee Con- 
ference. Re 
ncher, Georgia . 
a6 nnion, Georgia Conference. 


W. — Norta Carolina Confer- 
ence. 
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CONSOLATION FOR A BEREAVED 

MOTHER. 
: Chattanooga, Tenn., Oct. 10, 1900. 
Mrs. E. H. Bronson, Fairview, Idaho: 


My Dear Sister :—I feel it my bounden 
duty to write you a few lines with a sin- 
cere hope that I may say something that 
will tend to console and comfort you in 
the hour of your grief and affliction. I 
know that it is hard to part with those 
we love; we are loath to return those pre- 
cious jewels which the Lord so kindly 
tendered to our care—even our beloved 
children, Yes, they are jewels of price- 
less worth, and to part with them gives 


sorrow of heart, but could we penetrate 
the dimming. vail which separates us from 


them, methinks that our heaviness would 
be turned to joy, our grief to gladness, 
and our sorrow to enraptured bliss. 

What is this mortal life but the school 
room in which we are trained for a higher 
and a better life; in which we are dis- 
ciplined for a grander sphere, and taught 
those Holy Laws that prepare the soul 
and pave the way to the blessed boon we 
all would gain, even life eternal in the 
kingdom of God. Yes, this life is the uni- 
versity, in which we gain a varied ex- 
perience, and from which we are destined 
to graduate to a higher grade, providing 
that we learn our lessons well, and pass 
the final examination. As in the college, 
so is it in real life; when we graduate 
from this mortal spaere it is but the com- 
mencement exercise for another grade, 
which is higher, brighter and nobler far 
than this present one. 

Temptations beset us on every hand; 
tribulation, affliction and trials meet us 
in the way, and obstacles arise before us. 
Our course is not strewn with roses or 
paved with pearly gems: but stern real- 
. ity which manifests itself in thorns and 
briars must be encountered on our jour- 

ney. With courage and patience, faith 
and hope, we pursue our course, and 
blessed are they who have the companion- 
ship of the Holy Spirit, for then the 
rough places are made smooth, the ob- 
scure plain, the crooked straight. our 
seeming obstacles surmounted, while we 
are enabled to endure our trials.and trib- 
ulations with fortitude and long-suffering: 
Oh! the Spirit is a wonderful Comforter, 
a Holy Guide, a divine Companion! 
Were it not so, then life would be miser- 
able indeed, but now we can have joy, not 
joy because trials await us, but because 
of the more abundant life which is prom- 


ised to the obedient and the faithful. 


“Adam fell that man might be and men 
are that they might have joy.” We are 
here that we might nave joy, and you will 
remember that Jesus said: “I am come 
that they might have life. and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” Do we 
perform our part well here, then we shall 
be raised to higher stations. Do we hon- 
or God and love Him here, then He will 
honor us and love us there! He is mer- 
ciful. He is kind, He is loving, He is just, 
and if we only trust Him to the end, He 
will prove His love and mercy by exalt- 
ing us in glorv with the redeemed! 

The kindred affection of a mother to 
her boy is centered in a mould that is 
finely fashioned, and touched with Jove’s 
pure finger—the heart. Under the home 
roof you have seen him grow from child- 
hood to manhood. You have given nim 
the strengthening nutriment, you have 
nursed him in sickness, nourished and 
eared for him while under your paternal 
keening, and when he honored the call to 
perform a miasion to the people of the 
Southern States, ard the hour to say 


good-bye arrived, you bade him God-speed 


with a mother’s blessing. He went as a 
true and trusted. soldier to his post of 
duty; you thougat of him when he was 
far away; yes, thought of him all the live- 


long day; and when the shades of even- 


ing fell, you knelt before the Throne of 
Grace and prayed the Lord to bless him. 
The Lord heard your supplication in 
his behalf, and blessed your darling boy 
so that he prospered to a marked degree. 
Yes, he became a mighty worker in the 
vineyard of the Lord, enlisting his every 
effort for the advancement of God's right- 
us purposes upon the earth, wielding 
sword of truth and proving himself a 
power for good wherever he went. His 
companions loved him, and he was beloved 
by allwho knew him. Always ready an- 
willing to assist a brother, lending a help- 
ing hand to all, making himself useful 
and beneficial to those who stood in 
need, and when, in a righteous’ en- 
deavor to aid his companions, he met 
his sad and sudden death in the turbulent 
waters of a treacherous stream, his spirit 
returned to that God in whose service he 


‘was engaged. 


All that remains of his earthly taber- 
nacle has been casketed and returned to 
the home of his childhood, but you, dear 
sister, his loving mother, will not grieve 
as those who have no hope. Mother! Sis- 
ter! you wil] meet your son again, know 
his gladsome features, you have marked 
his cheerful smile when he played around 
your knee in infancy, and you will know 
him when the trumpet of God shall sound 
and the dead in Christ shall rise. You 
will know him, and he will know you 
and then shall we all know and realize 
that “God doeth al} things well.” 

I pray the Lord to bless you, and com- 
fort you; to bestow in your grief-stricken 
home the Spirit of consolation, and shed 
around you that benign influence which 
makes the mourner to rejoice and the sad 
to find joy in the Lord. | 

Your loving sister and true friend, 


Nina F. Rich. 


SOUTHERN BOXERS. 


Sept. 29, Elders C. G. Anderson and 
George O. Holt entered a little settle- 


ment called King’s Creek, in Cherokee 


county; for the purpose of visiting some 
Saints whom they had recently baptized. 
Just before reaching their destination 


they were accosted by eight men, who 


warned them to leave inside of two 
hours, and were only protected then from 
the cowardly assaults of the villians by 
a man who interfered in behalf of the 
Elders. After dusk a mob of thirty-five 
men started upon the track of the El- 
ders, hut were confused in the route of 
brethren and abandoned the pursuit. 
Oct. 6th, Elders J. P. Illum and J. IT. 
Lazenby were passing through the same 
neighborhood, en route to Blacksburg. 
and were evidently followed and located 
at the home of Brother J. L. Etters, at 
Blacksburg, by three men. Elder - 
enby was sick and went to bed as soon 
as the arrived. Elders Anderson, Holt 
and Illum held meeting the same night 
at the home of Brother Sanders. After 
meeting Elder Anderson returned with 
Brother and Sister Etters, where 
Elder Lazenby had been left sick in bed. 
About 11 o' clock, as they all sat enjoy- 
ing a pleasant conversation, their peace 
and silence was broken by confusion 
and clamour like a back of Russian 
wolves in the act of surrounding their 
helpless victims. The house was soon 
surrounded and filled with # cowardly 
fiends, who bore every characteristic 
quality of the Prince of Darkness. One 
miserable coward drew a gun on Sister 
Etters when she interferred in behalf of 


like they intended to mete out to the El- 
ders. Brother Etters also was covered 
by two or more guns, as was Elder An- 
derson. 

In the meantime several men entered 
an adjoining room, in which Elder Laz: 
enby was sleeping, and cruelly dragged 
him from his bed and started with him 
in the direction of the woods, with no 
other clothing on than his garments. 

Upon trying to reason with the mobo- 
crats, Elder Lazenby was struck over 
the head with a weapon, which nearly 


four men, and taken with Elder Lazenby 
into the woods, where the mob's horses 
were tied. 


Elder Anderson was partly stripped of 
his clothing and given forty lashes, while 
Elder Lazenby was given but eighteen. 
because of its being his first entrance 
into the county. They then were re- 
leased and warned to leave the state at 
once, under penalty of hanging. Elders 
Holt and Illum, who were stopping at 
the home of Brother Gordon, were at 
once notified of the presence of a mob, 
and found refuge in the woods. 

The mob, which consisted of thirty-five 
men, then went six miles to Cherokkee 
Falls, and severely whipped Brother 
Thomas Martin, who has just recently 
joined the Church. 

Elder Nix and I, on the afternoon of 
the mobbing, went over the line into 
North Carolina to see some Saints. On 
entering a little town named Grover we 
were informed by a man that there was 
a mob after us. We took no notice of 
the rumor, but continued on to our des- 
tination, supposing our presence was the 
cause of the action. Monday we returned 
and learned of the trouble; also that 
part of the men had come from North 
Carolina. We went at once to the offi- 


maintain peace and order, and asked 
for protection, as a petition to ostracize 
and drive out the Elders, Saints and 
friends from the county has been and 
now is in circulation among our enemies. 

The justice of the peace gave us no 
satisfaction whatever and intimated by 
his prejudiced conversation that his code 
of laws afforded no justice for a Mor- 
mon,“ which indeed was amply proven 
by remarks made by him to one of our 
members, in which he said: “The law 
ean’t get at the “Mormon Elders” for 
. their doctrine; neither can the 
law get at those who mob them.“ 

There is an effort now on the vart of 
these fiends to effect a union between 
the merchants and millers to prevent the 
Saints and friends from getting food 
and supplies. 


found at the head of this mob a man who 


Christ and who pretends to teach those 
righteous principles which will result in 
the universal brotherhood of mankind. 
Among the mob also was a merchant 
and others quite as prominent. May 
the Lord have mercy on their poor souls, 


‘should they ever be considered worthy 


of beholding His presence on the day 


of judgment. 
C. R. Humpherys. 


Silent Prayer. 

No soul can preserve the bloom anil 
delicacy of ita existence without lonely 
musings and silent prayer, and the great- 
ness of this necessity is in proportion to 


the greatness of the soul—Canon Far- 


rar. 


the Elders, and threatened to treat her 


rendered him unconscious. Elder An- 
derson was pulled out of the house by 


cials at Blacksburg, whose duty it is to 


As is invariably the case, we have 


professes to be preaching the Gospel ort 
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